REGILDING THE CRESCENT
We see on all sides a simultaneous awakening
of Islam, in Egypt, in India, in Turkey, and
with various degrees of violence. Even in
Morocco, most backward of all Mohammedan
States, there have been faint signs of the same
movement. The worst expression of these
forward ambitions, in Egypt and in India, takes
the form of political assassinations. The best may
be read in speeches like that made two years
ago, in opening a new Government school, by the
Mudir of the Fayoum Province, himself a
graduate of Oxford. His countrymen, he said,
still thought nothing of going straight from *
their ablutions and the mosque to steal their
neighbours' cattle and he attributed this callous-
ness to their lack of education.
Once freed from the trammels of Koranic
teaching, Mohammedans often show themselves
far more receptive of western modes of thought
than Brahmans and many other Asiatics. Even
their most sacred traditions are not kept from
the searchlight of intelligent inquiry. As a case in
point, the Koran alludes to a place called Bahrein,
a word which suggests that it lay in sight of
two seas. Uneducated Moors assume that the
Prophet referred to Tangier, which answers the
description, and that this was clearly a case of
Divine inspiration, since obviously Mohammed
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